
CHAPTER 10

ANIMAL CONTROL
(Adopted 2/28/17)

On January 21, 2016 the Orange County Board of County Commissioners adopted a
Unified Animal Control Ordinance with an effective date of March 1, 2016. The Town of Carrboro
Board of Aldermen has adopted a Resolution authorizing the enforcement of the Unified Animal
Control Ordinance in Carrboro’s corporate limits with the exception of the sections below.  As to
matters covered by the sections below, the provisions apply in Carrboro’s corporate limits.
Otherwise, the O ran ge Count y Unified  Animal Control Ordinance  (UAO )  appli es in C arrboro.

Arti cle  I – D efiniti ons
S ecti on 10-1  Definiti ons

Arti cle  II – T ax ati on and Tags
S ecti on 10-2  P rivilege T ax  on Dogs and Cats

Arti cle  III –  Liv estock an d W il d Animals
S ecti on 10-3  P ermits
S ecti on 10-4  Fe eding o f  Deer Prohibit ed

Arti cle  IV – Re gulation a nd Control
S ecti on 10-5  Do gs P rohibi ted W it hin Farmers Ma rket
S ecti on 10-5.1  Do g Ow ners Required to R emove  Fec es Deposited b y Do gs
S ecti on 10-5.2  Tetherin g of Do gs Gene rall y P rohibited (Created 9/13/11)

Arti cle V – App eals
S ecti on 10-6  Appeals



ARTICLE  I

DEFINITI ONS

S ecti on 10-1  Definiti ons

Unless otherwise specifically provided or unless otherwise clearly required by the context,
the foll owing wo rds and  phrases shall hav e the me aning indi c ated when us e d in t his chapter:

(1)       Domesticated Livestock:  Animals raised for the production of meat, milk, eggs,
fiber or used for draft or equestrian purposes, including but not limited to horses, mules, cows,
pigs, goats, llamas, ostriches, sheep, fowl such as chickens, turkeys, ducks, etc. (also referred to
as poultry), rabbits, and all other animals that typically are kept primarily for productive or useful
purposes rathe r than as p ets.

(2)       Tether:  To restrain a dog outdoors by means of a rope, chain, wire, or other line,
one end of which is fastened to the dog and the other end of which is connected to a stationary
object or to a cable trolley system. (This definition excludes walking a dog with a handheld leash).
(Created 9/13/11).

ARTICLE  II 

TAXATIO N AND TAGS

S ecti on 10-2  P rivilege T ax  on Dogs and Cats

(a)       The owner of every dog or cat over four (4) months of age that is kept within the
town shall annually pay to the town (through Orange County Animal Control) a tax on the privilege
of keepin g such  anim al wit hin t he town.

(b)       The amount of the tax shall be established annually as part of the annual budget
ordinance  adopti on proce ss.

(c)       In order to further the goal of controlling animal population, the tax on unsprayed
or un-neuter ed do gs and  cats s hall  be hi gher than t hat of spa yed o r neuter ed  anim als.

ARTICLE  III

DOMES TICATED LIVES TOCK AND WILD ANIMALS

S ecti on 10-3  P ermits :

(a)       No person may keep or display within the town any wild or exotic animal as defined
in Subsection 4-37(kk) and 4-37(o) of the UAO.  In addition, no person may display snakes or
repti les of an y kind.



(b)       No person may keep within the town any permissible domesticated livestock over
four (4) mont hs of a ge ex cept i n ac cordan ce with a  permit i ssued pursuant t o subsecti on (c).

(c)       Subject to the UAO and subsections (d) and (e) below, no permit may be issued for
any domesticated livestock unless the applicant for the permit demonstrates that the livestock will
be kept on a tra ct of land  that sati sfies each o f the f oll owing condit ions:

(1)       The tract shall consist of at least 40,000 square feet of land under single
ownership or control.

(2) There shall  be  at l east 20, 000 square f eet of land p er anim al.

(3)       No fence, coral, or other similar enclosure shall be erected within 15 feet of
an y p ropert y li ne.

(4)       No barn, stable or similar structure used for the keeping of domesticated
livestock other than fowl or rabbits shall be erected or maintained within 50
feet of  an y prope rt y li ne  or street ri ght -of -wa y.

(d)       The provisions of subsection (c)(3) and (c)(4) shall not preclude the establishment,
with the consent of the affected adjoining property owners, of a commonly owned or used fence,
barn or other  enclosur e, a ll  of which is located alo ng or n ear  a comm on pro pert y li ne.

(e)       The provisions set forth above in (c)(1) and (c)(2) shall not apply to fowl and
rabbits, provided, however, that a permit is required to keep fowl and rabbits within the town
limits.  Such permit is personal to the applicant to whom it is issued, and is not transferable to
another property.   No such permit may be issued for fowl or rabbits unless the provisions of
subsection (e)(3) through (e)(7) are complied with and unless the permit applicant demonstrates
compl iance with t he foll owing condit ions:

(1)      The applicant shall submit with the application a drawing showing the
location of the facilities, the shelter, coop (fowl) or hutch (rabbit), and
associated enclosure for the run or pen subject to the dimensional
requirements in the table  below.



Ty pe/Size o f Fa cility Nu mber o f Fo w l/Ra bbits

3 -5 6 -10 1 1 -2 0 **

M in imu m co o p /hu tch
S ize in  squ are feet
(sf)  (4  sf/ fo wl  o r  rab b it ) 
M in imu m     ru n /p en

size in sq u are
feet   (s f)   (6   sf   flo w  o r rab b it )

1 2 -2 0 sf 2 4 -4 0  sf 4 4 -8 0  sf

1 8 -3 0  sf 3 6 -6 0  sf 6 6 -1 20  sf

Lo ca t io na l Require ment s

Co o p/hu tch  and  ru n /p en
-p rop erty li n e 
setb ack

5  feet  (rab b it s)
0  feet  (fo wl)

1 0  feet 2 0  feet

Co o p/hu tch  and  ru n /p en
-righ t-o f-wa y 
setb ack
Co o p/hu tch  and  ru n /p en
-setb ack  fro m
n earest resid en ce (o th er th an th e
o wn er’s)

1 5  feet 2 0  feet 3 0  feet

3 0  feet 1 0 0 feet 1 0 0 feet

**N.C.  G en.  S tat.  160A - 203.1,  prohibits  cit y  ord inances  from  r e gulating  standards  of  c are  for 
flocks of  greater than 20  birds .

(2) The   following   mi nim um   standards   appl y   to   an y   f acil it ies -shelt er   or 
enclosures asso ciated wit h keepin g fowl or  rabbit s:

a.         Facilities shall provide adequate protection from adverse weather,
predators and  rodents.

b. Facilities shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition at all
ti mes.

c.         Fowl and rabbits must at all times be contained within a run or pen
unless the applicant  constructs and installs a sufficient barrier to
prevent fowl or rabbits  from roaming beyond the confines of the
subject propert y.

d. Fowl or r abbit  food shall  be kept i n rodent -proo f containers. 

e. No few er than thr ee (3 ) f owl  or rabbit s ar e all owe d.

f. All permits issued under this section are subject to annual review
and inspecti on.



g. If  turk e ys  and/or  gees e  a re  bein g  kept,  then  the  coop  and  run/pen 
siz e requirements shall be mult ipl ied b y two.

(3) The  keepin g  of  fo wl  or  rabbit s  shall  be  in  accor dance  with  all  appli cabl e
S tate law.

(4)       Such animals may be kept only (i) on a lot used for residential, educational,
or day care purposes with written permission of the owner, if the owner is
not the applicant, or (ii) on a common open space area within a residential
development with the written permission of the owner of such common
space land accompanied by a copy of the association minutes reflecting the
approval de cisi on.

(5)       Any sale of eggs produced on a residential lot must occur off-site, outside
of residential zoning districts, and is subject to applicable provisions of the
Town of Carrboro Land Use Ordinance for the district in which the lot is
located.

(6) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain on any lot with in
the Town’s corporate limits any rooster, duck, goose or other such bird or
fowl that by loud and habitual crowing, quacking or honking or other
manner constitutes a public nuisance. Failure to abate such nuisance within
two (2) days after receiving written notice from the town shall be a violation
of the provisions of this chapter, and shall subject the permittee to penalties
as set forth in S ecti on 10 -6.

(7)       Slaughter of animals must occur within a fully enclosed structure. Disposal
of deceased animals remains shall be in accordance with State law.  (See,
N.C. Gen. S tat. 106 -403)

(f)        Facilities for keeping fowl and rabbits for which permits have been issued prior to
the effective date of this ordinance may remain provided that if use of such facility is discontinued
for a pe riod of 12 conse cu ti ve mont hs , an y new us e of the facil it y must compl y with thi s ordinanc e.

(g)       The permit required by this Section is an administrative permit.  Before issuing a
permit under this section, the Administrator shall notify the applicant and the applicant’s neighbors
owning and/or residing at property within 150 feet of the boundary of the applicant’s property by
any convenient means of the date and time of an informational meeting concerning the application.
After the informational meeting, the Administrator shall set forth in writing his reasons for the
issuance or denial of the permit and shall furnish a copy thereof to any person who requests a copy.
Any person aggrieved by the issuance or denial of a permit under this Section may appeal the
decision to the Animal Control Board of Appeals pursuant to Section 10-6 (except that the burden
of demonstrati ng th at t he  admi nist rator err ed shall  be on the appell ant).



(h)        The provisions of subsection (c)(1) through (c)(4) shall not apply to “ f ainting
goats.”  However, no permit may be issued for a person to keep fainting goats unless the permit
appli cant demonstrates  c ompl iance with t he following condit ions:   (Amen d. 8/25/ 09)

1. The tract where such livestock are kept shall consist of at least 25,000
square f eet;

2. Such livestock may be kept only on a lot used for residential purposes and
only for the consumption of persons who reside at that lot; such livestock
ma y not be k ept for  comm ercial purposes;

3. No more than two (2 ) fai nti ng goats m a y be k ept on a single tr act or lot;

4. Any person wishing to keep fainting goats on their property must seek and
obtain a permit t o do so;

5.         The Administrator shall issue the permit required by this section unless he
finds:

(a) The appli cant has  fail ed t o compl y with subsecti o n ( h)(1);

(b)       The animal(s) for which the permit is requested poses a substantial
danger of h arm to an y pe rson, anim al or prope rt y;

(c)       The animal(s) for which the permit is requested is likely to or does
interfere with the use and enjoyment of neighboring properties
because o f off ensive nois e or odor or  for other  rea sons;

(d)       The  animal(s)  for  which  the  license  is  requested  otherwise
constit utes a threat t o the  publi c healt h or saf et y.

(i)       After compliance with subsection (h), the administrator shall issue the permit
requested b y thi s secti on  unless he finds that:

(1) The appli cant has  fail ed t o compl y with subsecti o n ( e);

(2) The animal for which the permit is requested poses a substantial danger of
harm to an y person,  anim al or propert y;

(3) The animal for which the permit is requested is likely to or does interfere
with the use and enjoyment of neighboring properties because of offensive
noise or odor or fo r other  reasons;

(4)       The animal for which the license is requested otherwise constitutes a threat
to t he publi c healt h or saf et y.



S ecti on 10-4   Fe eding o f  Deer Prohibit ed

(a)       Subject to subsection (f), no person within the corporate limits of the town may
place or allow any device or any fruit, grain, mineral, plant, salt, vegetable, or other material to be
placed outdoors on an y p ubli c or private prop ert y for the purpose o f f e edin g or  att racti n g de er.

(b)       There is a rebuttable presumption that the placement of any fruit, grain, mineral,
salt, plant, vegetable, or other material edible by deer at a height of less than five (5) feet off the
ground is fo r the purpose  of feedin g d eer.

(c)       There is a rebuttable presumption that the placement of any fruit, grain, mineral,
salt, plant, vegetable, or other material edible by deer in a drop feeder, automatic feeder, or similar
device r e gardl ess of the h eight of su ch devic e is fo r the  purpose of  feeding deer.

(d)       Each property owner shall remove any materials placed on the owner’s property in
violation of this section within 48 hours of being notified by the town that such violation exists.
Fail ure to do so shall  con sti tut e a separate  viol ati o n of this secti on.

(e)       Each property owner shall remove any device placed on the owner’s property to
which deer are attracted or from which deer actually feed.  Alternatively, a property owner may
modify such device or make other changes to the property that prevent deer from having access to
or feedin g from t he d evic e.  F ail ure to r emove the  device or m ake n ecess ar y modi fic ati ons within
48 hours of notice f rom the town shall  constit ute a  separat e viol ati on of thi s secti on. 

(f) This secti on does  not app l y to:

(1) Naturall y  growin g  m ate rials,  including  but  not  li mi ted  to  fruit s,  grains, 
seeds, ve get ables, or othe r crops or v e getation;

(2) S tored  crops,  p rovided  t hat  such  c rop  mate rials  a re  not  int enti onall y  made 
avail able to dee r;

(3) Feed ers used to provid e f ood to dom esti c anim als or li vestock.

S ecti on 10-5.   Do gs P rohibited W it hin Farmers Market

No owner,  keeper or other person in possession of any dog may allow such animal to go
upon the premises operated by or for the town as a farmers market during any period when the
market i s in operati on.

S ecti on 10-5.1 Do g Own ers Required to R emove  Fec es Deposited b y Do gs  (Amend. 10/7/08)

(a)       Subject to Subsection (b), it shall be unlawful for the owner of any dog, or any
person walking or otherwise in charge of such dog, to fail or refuse to remove feces deposited by
such dog on  an y stre et, si dewalk, park,  or other pu bli cl y owned  area, or on  an y p rivate prop ert y.



(b)       The provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to the premises
occupied by the owner or keeper of the dog, but shall apply to any common areas in any two-
fami l y or multi -f ami l y r e sidential developm ent.

S ecti on 10-5.2 Tetherin g of Do gs Gene rall y P rohibited

(a) The Bo ard finds t hat:

(1) Tethered  dogs  can  and  do  become  highly  territorial  and  aggressive,
presenting a significant risk of injury to the public through dog bites and
att acks; and

(2) Tethered  dogs  can  and  do  negatively  impact  community  life  through
nuisance ba rking;  and

(3) Tethered dogs are at risk of becoming tangled and prevented from reaching
food, water,  and shelt er;  and

(4) Tethered dogs are at risk of sustaining injury or death from accidental
strangul ati on and ar e less  able to defend th emselve s from ot her anim als.

(b)       Subject to subsections (c) and (d) of this section, no person may tether a dog, and
no owner or k eepe r of a  dog ma y o r caus e or per mi t such dog to be tethe r ed.

(c)       Provided that the tethering does not extend for more than seven (7) consecutive
days and that the tethering device meets the standards set forth in subsection (d), tethering of a dog
shall  be permissibl e unde r the following circumst a nces:

(1) Lawful  dog  activities  such  as  hunting,  hunting  training,  and  hunting
sporting events, field and obedience training, field or water training, law
enforcement training, veterinary treatment and/or the pursuit of working or
competing in t hese l e gal  endeavors.

(2) Any activity where the tethered dog is in visual range of its owner or keeper
and the owner  or keeper i s located outsi de with t he  dog.

(3) After taking possession of a dog that appears to be a stray dog, and after so
notifying the Animal Control Officer, the dog may be tethered while the
person takin g possession of the do g sea rches  for it s owner.

(d)       When tethering is permitted under the circumstances specified in subsection (c),
the tetherin g ma y take pl ace onl y in a ccord ance  w it h the foll owing requir e ments:

(1) Tethers must be made of rope, twine, cord or similar material with a swivel
on one end or must be made o f a ch ain that is at le ast ten (10 ) feet in len gth



with  swivels  on  both  ends  and  which  does  not  e x ceed  ten  (10)  p ercent  o f
the dog’s bod y wei ght.

(2) The  tethe ring  ma y  b e  f a stened  to  t he  do g  onl y  b y  a tt achment  to  a  buckle 
t ype  coll ar or bod y h arness.

The dog must  be t ethered  in such a manner th at i t has acc ess t o food, wat er,  and shelt er.



ARTICLE  V 

APPEALS 

AND

PENALTIE S

S ecti on 10-6

(a) Appeals:

(1) The owner of any animal who (i) is required to remove his animal from the
Town based upon a finding that the animal is or creates a public nuisance,
or (ii) who has been assessed and has paid a civil penalty, (iii) whose permit
is denied or revoked pursuant to applicable regulations, or (iv) whose
animal is declared to be “dangerous” or “vicious” pursuant to applicable
regulations, may appeal to the Animal Control Board.  An appeal shall be
taken within ten (10) days after receiving the written notice of the
determination appealed from except that appeals from a determination that
a dog is a vicious dog or a dangerous dog shall be taken within three (3)
days of notification.  An appeal is taken by filing a written notice of appeal
with the administrator and stays all enforcement efforts of the administrator
until the appeal is disposed of.  An appeal from an order to pay civil
penalties shall first be reviewed by the Chief of Police, or his designee, who
shall have the authority to affirm, revise or modify the order.  If the owner
is unsatisfied with the first civil penalty review, the owner may then appeal
to the Animal Control Board of Appeals within ten (10) days of the Chief’s,
or his or her desi gn ee’s,  decisi on.

(2) The Animal Control Board of Appeals shall consist of three (3) members
and one (1) alternate appointed by the board of aldermen.  The board of
aldermen shall designate one member as chairman. The member shall serve
three-year staggered terms.  The alternate shall also serve a three-year term
and shall  be appoint ed in it iall y for a te rm of thre e  (3)  yea rs.

(3) The board shall meet withi n twent y (20) da ys a fte r noti ce of appe al is filed.
A quorum of the board shall consist of three (3) members, and all decisions
shall be made by majority vote.  The board may uphold, reverse, or modify
the determination appealed from, and the administrator shall thereafter
continue, modify or cease his enforcement efforts in accordance with the
board’s de cisi on.

(4) The burden of justifying the administrator’s determination shall be on the
admi nist rator.   S trict  rules  of  evidence  n eed  not  be  followed,  but  the  board



may consider only what a witness knows of his own knowledge, and no
decisi on ma y b e bas ed u pon hearsa y alone.

(5) The board shall reach a decision as expeditiously as possible and shall
provide the appellant and the administrator with a written decision, stating
the reasons t he refo re.

(b) P enalt ies:

(1) A viol ati on of an y o f the provisions of S ecti on s 10-3, 10-4, 10-5, 10 -5.1 and
10-5.2 shall subject the offender to a civil penalty of $25.00. A violation of
Section 10-2 shall subject the offender to a civil penalty of $50.00.  The
penalty for second and subsequent violation of the same provisions of
S ecti on 10 -3 shall  be set  forth i n the foll owing tab le:

Violation
S econd $  50.00
Third $  75.00
Fourth $ 100.00

A fifth or subsequent violation of Section 10-3 shall subject the permittees to revocation
of their permit upon written notice of record.  Said notice of revocation is subject to
appeal pursu ant t o  subparagraph  (a)  above.

If the offender fails to pay any penalty within fifteen (15) calendar days after being
cited for a violation, the penalty may be recovered by the town in a civil action in the
nature of  a debt.

(2) Each day that any violation continues after a person has been notified that
such violation exists and that he is subject to the penalties specified in
subsecti ons (a)  and (b) sh all  constit ute a separ ate o ffense.

(3) This chapter may also be enforced by any appropriate equitable action,
including inj uncti ons or  orders of  abatement.

(4) The town may enforce this chapter by any one or any combination of the
fore goin g rem edies.


